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A rich compilation of photographs and text captures the lives, culture, and community of the
Parsis, a religious and ethnic minority of India and South Asia who continue to follow the ancient
religion of Zarathustra.

...reminds us once again about the unique contribution which all cultures-and-communities
make towards the richness-and-diversity of this world... -- Rohinton Mistry, Writer...stunning
achievement...As a Parsi, these remarkable photographs bring to life the vivid pageant of living
amongst my people. -- Homi K. Bhabha, Anne F. Rothenberg Professor of English Literature,
Harvard UniversityA monumental book...a remarkable marriage of heart and mind a book of
photographs that tells many good stories alongside. -- Mira Nair, FilmmakerI am grateful to
Sooni Taraporevala...this photographic journey of contemporary Parsi life...a book I can
wholeheartedly recommend... -- Bapsi SidhwaSooni Taraporevala's book...is indeed the finest
documentation of the life and achievement of our community in 20th century India. -- Maestro
Zubin Mehta
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sbesq, “Beautiful book. Such an interesting and informative book. Lovely pictures of a society
that sadly seems to be dying out.”

K. McCormick, “Wonderful book!!!. The book is full of wonderful pictures and stories.Rarely do
you find a book of the quality for the price.Highly recommended for those who are Parsi,
interested in Parsis, or Zoroastrianism.”

Dhana, “Five Stars. Beautiful book.”

Nancy Kessler Samson, “A must-have for every Parsi.. This is a wonderfully illustrated book
which is truly a great addition to the library of any Zoroastrian or Parsi.”

The Sanity Inspector, “At home with the Zoroastrians. This is a big book of street and interior
photography in Bombay, India. (The author spells the city thus, rather than the official Mumbai.)
The focus is on the religious minority the Parsis, who honor the ancient prophet Zoroaster or
Zarathustra. Zoroaster was from somewhere in eastern Iran, as best as anyone can tell, and the
Parsis in this book indeed look more Persian than they do like their Aryan/Dravidian compatriots,
to this admittedly untrained eye. The author approvingly includes a neat quote by Friedrich
Nietzsche in the introduction:"People have never asked me, as they should have done, what the
name Zarathustra precisely means in my mouth, in the mouth of the first Immoralist; for what
distinguishes that philosopher from all others in the past is the very fact that he was exactly the
reverse of an immoralist. Zarathustra was the first to see in the struggle between good and evil
the essential wheel in the working of things."The story of the author's family, temple, and home
life is interesting enough, but the book is rewarding on sheerly photographic merits alone. The
familiar urban India of crumbling concrete, colorful shutters, thronging streets, and hole in the
wall shops is vividly reproduced here. It is oddly refreshing to not have India's poverty on
display--we know it exists, but that's not the point of this book. The people herein range from the
wealthy to the shopkeeper class. It is not, as similar books by non-Indians are prone to be, a
cavalcade of exotica.Some of the uniformly excellent photos include these:A deaf, wizened
grandfather shouting at a fountain pen repairman.An abandoned, one-room temple, still with its
devotional portraits and wall clock, inhabited only by a crow on the ceiling fan.Middle-aged
businessmen, most half in the bag already, crowding the bar at a celebrationYoung priests
performing a rite over a ceremonial feast, on the floor in a daylight interior space.A wealthy art
patron and wife, in their sumptuous living room.Several river scenes, with devotional activity
such as reciting verses or praying in the water.A Parsi and a Nepalese seated together on the
train--a contrast of ethnic types.A man with a distinctive face, such as Leonardo da Vinci
collected in his sketchbooks, snapped with the telephoto lens while waiting for the bus.And
plenty of home scenes, like one of mother, friend, and tots, enjoying a play date on the English-



looking lawn. Except that it isn't grass, but some other wide-bladed carpet plant, instead.These
scenes are all expertly and affectionately photographed, and presented with genuine warmth.”

Anoush, “The Meaning Of The Term "PARSI". I have not read the book, but I'm willing to give it
the benefit of doubt and give it a rating of "5".The purpose of my "review" is to put the term
"Parsi" in its proper perspective. "Parsi" literally means "Persian", since "Pars" is the true name
for Persia. If we are to follow this logic, then to all intents and purposes the Zoroastrians in Iran
today are the true "Parsis". Therefore, only the second part of the title of this book "The
Zoroastrians of India" is correct. The dichotomy can therefore be explained very simply - If you
are Indian then you are not "Parsi" and vice versa. One cannot be Persian and Indian at the
same time.The Zoroastrians of India have adopted Indian customs and ceremonies, do not
speak a word of Persian and therefore do not understand the content of one-third of the Avesta,
which is written in Persian. This is tantamount to completely losing their original identity as a
people. Blending in with the country of adoption to the point of adopting the language and
customs of that country and willingly losing all trace of their origins, and practicing a brand new
identity is fine, if they would prefer to do that. However, by labeling themselves as Parsis, they
are committing a travesty of justice to the true Parsis in Iran who have practiced the faith against
insurmountable odds.And if the Zoroastrians of India are bent upon propagating and promoting
their new identity, then they should not create their own sectarian institutions in India but should
be willing to blend in with the rest of the Indian community. They cannot have it both ways. And
as for not allowing intermarriages or conversions, well, study the Kalme-e-Din in the Avesta. It
tells you that the Zoroastrian faith was "sent for the people" (baraye khalk ferestade). That
perhaps is the single-most damning evidence against the proponents of non-conversion. But
one needs to know the Persian language to understand that.And one last word on this: The
Kisse-E-Sanjaan never happened. There is no documented evidence of such an event in the
annals of "Parsi" history. And even if it did occur, then it's an affront to scribe a monument in its
memory, in Gujerati. That's how far the "Parsis" of India have strayed from their true beginnings.
Naming their children with meaningless Persian-"sounding" names will not make them Persians
or should I say "Parsis". And as for preventing intermarriages to save the purity of "race", they
should take a look in their mirrors and be honest with themselves.”

DM, “Wonderful. This isn't a book just for Parsis- it's a perfect combination of veritable art and
wonderful writing. The Parsi community is one of great diversity, and Sooni Taraporevala's "The
Parsis" brings this variety to light in a way that few other publications have successfully
managed. Not only does her book stride the cultural spectrum, but it captures each facet
beautifully; heart-wrenchingly so, and one can scarcely imagine another picture that could
capture the moment more eloquently. The accompanying narratives are also insightful in the
extreme and lack the posturing and false grandiosity that riddles so many other publications that
try to infuse a sense of pride and wonder in the reader. This is a book that I am bound to use



when explaining my heritage and background, not only to non-Parsis, but to future generations
of Parsis here in North America.  A wonderful book that I'd recommend to anyone.”

Uehara Amy, “The Fascinating Parsis: Zoroastrians of India. What a beautiful book. There are
few books that warrant being picked up again and again. But, this book has absolutely gorgeous
photography and the descriptions of the Zoroastrian people as a whole or as individuals is full of
love from the author as well as being a way for the reader to learn about a culture not often
discussed or mentioned in Western culture.These people have touched our lives in ways we are
not aware of, through art, religion, music, literature, business and more.I keep it nearby and was
actually able to show it to a young teen whose grandfather was a Zoroastrian. She was happy to
see the book and got a copy for herself!Ms. Taraporeval has really produced a fine book.”

The book by Freya Aswynn has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 13 people have provided feedback.
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